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Portside Blundell Road Improvements Project



We want to hear from you
From June 20 to July 25, 2022, the Vancouver Fraser Port 
Authority is inviting users of the Fraser Richmond industrial 
lands to share your ideas as part of engagement for the 
Portside Blundell Road Improvements Project.

Our approach to engagement is based on two-way 
communication, open dialogue, and working together to 

ensure the community, the environment and the economy 
are all considered during project planning. This is an 
opportunity for us to share project updates and to hear 
from you. Your feedback helps us understand your priorities 
and ensure they are top of mind during planning, design 
and construction.

Phase one

Listen and learn

Phase two

Draft designs

Phase three

Final designs 

In this phase, we wanted to 
understand your priorities, concerns 
and vision for the project.

Based on feedback from phase one, 
along with technical, budget and 
environmental considerations, we will 
share the draft design for:

1. Portside overpass and Blundell 
Road widening

2. Portside Road extension and 
bridge

In the last phase, we will share the 
final designs for the project.

Completed 
2019-2021  We are here Between December 2022 

and April 2023 
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Online engagement
In summer 2020, in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic and in accordance with provincial physical 
distancing guidelines, we conducted our engagement 
online to protect the community and staff, and to 
prevent the spread of the virus. In our recent poll in 
the project newsletter, we heard online engagement 
continues to be the preference. Accordingly, phase two 
engagement opportunities for the Portside Blundell Road 
Improvements Project will be online. We are also happy to 
speak with anyone who has questions about the project 
or wants to learn more. We encourage you to call us at 
604.665.9004, or email us at 

gateway@portvancouver.com

How your input will be used
In this phase of engagement, we want your feedback to:

 y Finalize the design for the Portside overpass, Blundell 
Road widening, Portside Road extension and bridge, 
and the multi-use path connecting Blundell Road to 
Portside Road

 y Understand your ideas and interests about traffic 
management during construction to inform a 
construction staging and traffic management plan

When you will hear from us next
We will summarize the feedback from this phase of 
engagement and share it with the community in summer 
2022. We expect to share the final designs for the project 
between December 2022 and April 2023.

Sign up for the newsletter for project updates and future 
engagement opportunities:

portvancouver.com/portsideblundellupgrades

Learn more and provide your feedback 
from June 20 to July 25, 2022:

Attend an online information session: 
During the session we will provide a presentation 
about the project, and the project team will be 
available to answer any questions and to hear  
your feedback.

Tuesday, June 28, 2022 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Register at:

portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement

Read the discussion guide at:

portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement

Complete the online survey at: 

portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement

Email your feedback to:

gateway@portvancouver.com

Mail your feedback to:
Vancouver Fraser Port Authority 
Attention: Project communications

100 The Pointe, 999 Canada Place,  
 Vancouver, BC, V6C 3T4 

Phone us:

604.665.9004
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About the Vancouver Fraser  
Port Authority
The Vancouver Fraser Port Authority is a shared steward 
of the lands and waters that make up the Port of 
Vancouver and intersect the traditional territories and 
treaty lands of several Coast Salish First Nations.

As a federal agency, our mandate under the Canada 
Marine Act is to enable Canada’s trade objectives, 
ensuring goods are moved safely through the Port 
of Vancouver while protecting the environment and 
considering local communities. We are accountable to 
the federal minister of transport.

Infrastructure projects
One way we work to fulfill our mandate is by leading 
infrastructure projects to help enhance movement of 
trade-related cargo through the Lower Mainland while 
improving mobility and safety, protecting the environment, 
and alleviating the impacts of growing trade on 
communities.

Since 2014, we have been working collaboratively with 
others in the Gateway Transportation Collaboration 
Forum—a group of representatives from different levels of 
government and the goods movement industry—to identify 
projects that will improve our trade and transportation 
network to meet growth anticipated by 2030.

The Gateway Transportation Collaboration Forum created 
the Greater Vancouver Gateway 2030 Strategy (GVG 
2030) to identify smart infrastructure investments to 
ensure we have an efficient and competitive network 
to support Canadian trade while also addressing the 
community impacts of anticipated trade and population 
growth. 

Projects such as the Portside Blundell Road 
Improvements Project will ensure that the region can 
manage trade growth forecasted in the GVG 2030 
strategy and for many decades to come.

Our vision
For the Port of Vancouver to be the world’s 
most sustainable port

Our mission
To enable Canada’s trade objectives, 
ensuring safety, environmental protection 
and consideration for local communities

Our values
 y Accountability

 y Collaboration

 y Continuous improvement

 y Customer responsiveness

Our definition of a sustainable port 
We believe a sustainable port delivers economic 
prosperity through trade, maintains a healthy 
environment, and enables thriving communities through 
meaningful dialogue, shared aspirations and collective 
accountability.
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As a Canada Port Authority, we use these 
principles to guide all infrastructure projects  
we lead, including this one.

Considering the needs of local communities 

Improving safety for all users

Considering sustainability best practices in project 
design and construction planning, such as by applying   

 the Envision Sustainable Infrastructure Framework

Exploring opportunities with the local municipality to 
improve public space

Consulting with Indigenous groups to understand 
potential project impacts on their rights, including   

 exploring opportunities to advance Indigenous interests

Approaching archaeologically sensitive areas in a 
respectful and appropriate way

Developing design and construction practices that are 
compliant with all applicable legislation and    

 environmental permitting requirements

Developing designs based on transportation industry 
standards and best practices

Developing designs that avoid impacts to the natural 
environment wherever possible and that provide   

 offsetting mitigation or enhancements

Working closely with port tenants to understand 
operational needs and prioritize design solutions that   

 avoid or minimize any potential impacts while maximizing  
 project-related benefits

Identifying and engaging with relevant stakeholder 
agencies, such as BC Hydro, TransLink, Coast Mountain  

 Bus Company, and others 

Conducting value engineering assessments, where 
appropriate
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What is the Portside Blundell Road 
Improvements Project? 
The Vancouver Fraser Port Authority is proposing to 
upgrade roadways in the Fraser Richmond industrial lands. 
This location and its connections to major transportation 
routes and facilities make it an active industrial area 
for warehouse and transload businesses that pack and 
unpack shipping containers moving to and from the Port of 
Vancouver. This corridor has some of the most concentrated 
activity in the region for moving goods from marine 
terminals to rail lines and trucks, and then off to other 
destinations.

Traffic flow in the area is impacted by a busy rail crossing. 
Vehicles back up when a train is passing over the crossing, 
leading to unnecessary idling and preventing access to 
businesses along Portside Road and Blundell Road. As 
trade grows and a greater volume of containers move 
through the area, the delays are expected to worsen.

We aim to improve the efficiency, capacity and safety of the 
transportation network by:

 y Building a new overpass over the Canadian National 
(CN) rail line, connecting Blundell Road and Portside 
Road

 y Widening Blundell Road from two lanes to four lanes 
between the No. 8 Road intersection and just west of 
York Road

 y Building a new bridge and extension of Portside Road 
over the No. 7 Road canal

 y Developing a new multi-use path along the north side of 

Blundell Road and the south side of Portside Road

Sustainability
The port authority’s vision is for the Port of Vancouver to 
be the world’s most sustainable port. One of the ways we 
are working to achieve this is by integrating sustainability 
and resilience into the design and operations of our 
infrastructure projects by using the Envision Sustainable 
Infrastructure Framework. Using Envision allows us to have 
a consistent, consensus-based approach for assessing 
sustainability, resiliency and equity in civil infrastructure. 

Envision provides a flexible system of criteria and 
performance objectives to aid decision makers during the 
planning, design and construction phases of the project 
that will continue throughout the project’s operations, 
maintenance and end-of-life phases. We are targeting a 
minimum of a Gold Envision Award, with a stretch goal of 
achieving a Platinum Award, the highest level under Envision.

Fast facts

Project 
lead

  Vancouver Fraser  
Port Authority

Funding 
provided by

  Government  
of Canada

  Vancouver Fraser  
Port Authority

  CN
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Project timeline
Funding 

2019
Project receives funding from the Government of Canada’s National Trade Corridors Fund for design and construction

Planning and design

2019 – 2021 November 2021 2021 – 2022
Phase one engagement.  
Submit application for project and 
environmental review permit for 
Portside Road extension and bridge.

Project and environmental review 
permit received for Portside Road 
extension and bridge

Technical analysis and design 
development

June 2022 Late 2022 Late 2022 – Mid 2023
Phase two engagement Submit application for project and 

environmental review permit for 
Portside overpass

Phase three engagement

Timelines are subject to change.

Construction 

2023 2025
Construction begins Project completion

A separate consultation process with local Indigenous groups is happening in parallel throughout the project.

Project area
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Project benefits

Project benefits
The port authority has a long and successful track record of delivering high-quality projects based on best practices in 
sustainability, environmental protection, and engagement. Benefits of this project include:

Improved safety by reducing risk of 
collisions between trains and people 
walking, cycling, and driving

Better emergency response

More reliable commute times

Reduced congestion

Reduced noise

Increased job opportunities Public space improvements

Improved connections 
for walking and cycling

Reduced GHG emissions

Improved public safety

CO2

Reduced emissions and energy 
consumption by eliminating vehicle wait 
times at train crossings

Better emergency response

More reliable commute times

Reduced congestion

Reduced noise

Increased job opportunities Public space improvements

Improved connections 
for walking and cycling

Reduced GHG emissions

Improved public safety

CO2

Reduced congestion to help improve 
container movements to and from 
warehouse and transload facilities

Better emergency response

More reliable commute times

Reduced congestion

Reduced noise

Increased job opportunities Public space improvements

Improved connections 
for walking and cycling

Reduced GHG emissions

Improved public safety

CO2

Improved connections for walking 
and cycling by including a new multi-use 
path in the project design

Better emergency response

More reliable commute times

Reduced congestion

Reduced noise

Increased job opportunities Public space improvements

Improved connections 
for walking and cycling

Reduced GHG emissions

Improved public safety

CO2

Improved emergency response 
for police, fire and ambulance to get to 
incidents faster and more reliably

Better emergency response

More reliable commute times

Reduced congestion

Reduced noise

Increased job opportunities Public space improvements

Improved connections 
for walking and cycling

Reduced GHG emissions

Improved public safety

CO2

Accommodating trade growth by  
increasing capacity to move Canadian 
products to foreign markets, and foreign 
products to Canadian consumers safely 
and more efficiently

Supports future development by 
providing access to undeveloped port lands



Fraser Richmond industrial lands
Located on the south arm of the Fraser River, 
the Fraser Richmond industrial lands are made 
up of City of Richmond lands and port authority 
lands. This location and its connections to 
major transportation routes and facilities make 
it an active industrial area for warehouse and 
transload businesses that pack and unpack 
shipping containers moving to and from the Port 
of Vancouver. This corridor has some of the most 
concentrated activity in the region for moving goods 
from marine terminals to rail lines and trucks, and 
then off to other destinations.

Efficient movement of trucks and trains is vitally 
important to the supply chain. Currently, vehicles 
can only access the area from two road links: 
Blundell Road and No. 8 Road. Blundell Road 
accommodates all the truck traffic, while No. 8 
Road services local passenger vehicle traffic. When 
a train passes through the area and extends over 
the crossing, it backs up traffic and blocks access 
to businesses along Blundell Road and Portside 
Road. As trade grows and a greater volume of 
containers move through the area, the delays are 
expected to worsen.

Adequate logistics space is also crucial for a 
reliable, efficient and environmentally sustainable 
supply chain. Improved road connections in the 
Fraser Richmond industrial lands would unlock 
undeveloped lands for future trade-enabling uses.
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$310 million
in wages

$950 million
in economic activity

Additional 
facts:

6,100
local jobs

$2.3 million
in payment in lieu of taxes for vacant  

port land

$7.5 million
municipal property taxes paid by 

port tenants

Proud to be part of this community

Port activities in Richmond 

City of Richmond
One of the project goals is to reduce 
the impacts of trade on the city while 
increasing capacity for trade growth. 
The City of Richmond owns and has 
jurisdiction over Blundell Road, No. 8 
Road, and No. 7 Road canal lands. We 
are working closely with the municipality 
to ensure the project design is aligned 
with its specifications and design 
standards, including improved safety 
for pedestrians and cyclists, enhanced 
access and connections, and better 
emergency response.

Local port 
activities annually 
support:
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What we heard

What we heard during phase one engagement
We held the first phase of engagement in 2020, hosting one-
on-one stakeholder meetings and concluding with an online 
information session and survey. The purpose of this phase was 
to introduce the project team, provide an update on project 
activities to date, and collect feedback on traffic management 
strategies during construction. The engagement summary is 
available at

portvancouver.com/portsideblundellupgrades

The information we’re sharing with you as part of this 
engagement has been informed by feedback from the 
community, stakeholders and local Indigenous groups, along 
with technical, budget and environmental considerations.

This table reflects what we’ve heard to date and how we are 
acting, or will be acting, on that feedback.

Overall project
What we heard What we did/will do What you can do

Unanimous stakeholder support for the 
project with a desire to see it move forward 
as soon as possible.

Keeping the project on schedule is important 
to the port authority.

Let us know in the online survey if 
you continue to support the overall 
project and why: portvancouver.com/
portsideblundellengagement

General interest in project design such as 
interchange locations and a median barrier.

The project prioritized the redesign of the 
Portside overpass to minimize impacts on 
the City of Richmond, and it addresses 
stakeholder interests regarding traffic and 
business operations during construction.

Stay informed about project progress 
by visiting: portvancouver.com/
portsideblundellupgrades

Operational considerations

What we heard What we did/will do What you can do

General business hours are Monday to 
Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

In 2021, our traffic counts indicated there 
are approximately 16,000 vehicle trips per 
day in and out of the Fraser Richmond 
industrial lands.

Review the construction staging and traffic 
management section on pages 22-24 where 
we share our initial ideas on how we will 
manage traffic impacts during construction.

In the online survey, let us know your 
suggestions for the construction staging 
and traffic management plan: portvancouver.
com/portsideblundellengagement

Many businesses operate on the weekends 
and some operate 24/7.

With so much traffic moving through the 
area, we understand the importance of 
minimizing construction impacts to enable 
business operations to continue.

We redesigned the overpass to respond to 
concerns from businesses about potential 
traffic impacts.

Truck traffic varies by business. Businesses 
advised truck traffic can range from 10 to 
1,600 truck movements per day.

The new overpass design will greatly reduce 
traffic impacts during construction, enabling 
business operations to continue.

http://portvancouver.com/portsideblundellupgrades
http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement
http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement
http://portvancouver.com/portsideblundellupgrades
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Construction impacts
What we heard What we did/will do What you can do

Strong concern about potential traffic 
impacts during construction and associated 
business impacts.

We strive to maximize project-related 
benefits while avoiding or minimizing any 
potential impacts. We do this by prioritizing 
solutions that consider and respond to the 
needs of stakeholders, and that enable 
business operations to continue.

Review the construction staging and traffic 
management section on pages 22-24 where 
we share our initial ideas on how we will 
manage traffic impacts during construction.

Let us know in the online survey:

 y Your suggestions for the construction 
staging and traffic management plan

 y How you prefer to be notified about 
traffic advisories portvancouver.com/
portsideblundellengagement

Sign up for our project 
newsletter: portvancouver.com/
portsideblundellupgrades

Request for early and ongoing 
communications so businesses can 
mitigate impacts.

We have greatly reduced expected 
construction impacts by re-designing the 
Portside overpass.

Suggestions for areas to avoid. We are proposing to use a detour for 
Portside Road to keep traffic moving 
efficiently.

Request to collaborate and to provide input 
on detour options.

Your feedback from this round of 
engagement will help shape a construction 
staging and traffic management plan.

Strong concern from tenants whose access 
may be affected by the detour.

We will prepare a construction 
communications plan to ensure early and 
ongoing communications with users of the 
industrial area.

Safety
What we heard What we did/will do What you can do

General interest in improving intersection 
sight lines for turning vehicles.

The design will take sight distances into 
consideration for the safety of all road users, 
and will include best management practices 
such as a road safety audit during both the 
design and construction phases.

Let us know in the online survey if you have 
any insights or feedback about sight lines 
within the project area: portvancouver.com/
portsideblundellengagement

No. 8 Road

What we heard What we did/will do What you can do

Some concern with closing No. 8 Road 
during construction.

We’ve re-designed the Portside overpass 
to address the concerns we heard during 
phase one engagement about the closure of 
No. 8 Road during construction.

Let us know in the online survey if you have 
any suggestions for the construction staging 
and traffic management plan: portvancouver.
com/portsideblundellengagement

Comments that a majority of people use 
No. 8 Road when entering/exiting the 
Fraser River industrial lands.

The new Portside overpass design greatly 
minimizes traffic impacts on No. 8 Road. We 
only expect minimal traffic impacts during 
the intersection improvements, such as 
temporary lane closures during off-peak 
hours. No full closures are expected.

http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement
http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement
http://portvancouver.com/portsideblundellupgrades
http://portvancouver.com/portsideblundellupgrades
http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement
http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement
http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement
http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement


Multi-use path (MUP)
What we heard What we did/will do What you can do

Some safety concerns associated with 
having a MUP on Portside Road due to 
the current and forecasted volume of  
truck traffic.

Active transportation is a high priority for 
the City of Richmond, so we are proposing 
a MUP along to north side of Blundell Road 
and south side of Portside Road.

Review the draft design section on pages 
15-20 to learn about the location of the
MUP.

Provide your feedback about the MUP 
in the online survey: portvancouver.com/
portsideblundellengagement

Comments that few employees have biked 
in the past and no employees regularly bike 
to work.

The design will enhance safety and 
accessibility as people cycling will not have 
to share the road with moving traffic.

Emergency vehicle access
What we heard What we did/will do What you can do

Concern over the current lack of access to 
the area when trains block the rail crossing.

Safety and accessibility are top priorities 
for the port authority. The road upgrades 
will allow first responders to reach incidents 
faster and more reliably. Separating road and 
rail will reduce the risk of collision between 
trains and road users and allow both trucks 
and trains to move more efficiently.

Review the temporary emergency vehicle 
access route on page 24.

Let us know in the online survey if you 
have any feedback about emergency 
access route or future emergency 
response access: portvancouver.com/
portsideblundellengagement

Currently, emergency response vehicles 
use a small gravel road near the west end 
of Portside Road to access the area if 
the intersection is blocked by traffic or a 
crossing train. This route will continue to be 
used during construction.

Transit
What we heard What we did/will do What you can do

Request to consider transit and transit 
vehicle requirements in project design.

We are working closely with Coast Mountain 
Bus Company and TransLink to maintain 
the existing bus stops within the project 
area and continue transit services during 
construction.

TransLink and Coast Mountain Bus 
Company are responsible for planning and 
development of transit service expansions.

Contact TransLink and Coast Mountain Bus 
Company to share your suggestions about 
transit service in the area: translink.ca

Request to expand transit service in the 
evenings and on weekends.

When the project is finished, there will be 
less congestion, supporting a reliable transit 
service.

Safety concerns for transit users, associated 
with a lack of transit stop infrastructure.
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Draft designs
Using feedback from the first phase of engagement, 
technical analysis, and feasibility and budget 
considerations, we developed a draft design for  
the following:

 y Portside overpass

 y Blundell Road widening

 y Portside Road extension and bridge
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Draft designs



Portside overpass: previous concept
Early in the project, we explored a concept that included an overpass on Portside Road at Blundell Road to cross over the CN 
rail line. This concept would require us to raise the City of Richmond’s Blundell and No. 8 Roads, and the port authority’s Portside 
Road. We would also have to build embankment walls and relocate a number of major utilities.

Previous concept for Portside overpass
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Portside overpass



Portside overpass: new concept
The Greater Vancouver Gateway 2030 
strategy identified the rail crossing at 
Portside Road and Blundell Road and nearby 
road network as a priority for upgrade.

We heard your feedback during the first 
phase of engagement about potential 
traffic impacts during construction and the 
associated business impacts. Since we last 
engaged with you, our project team has 
worked collaboratively with partners and 
key stakeholders to re-design the overpass. 
We have a new design that will minimize 
the impacts on the City of Richmond’s 
infrastructure and address stakeholder 
interests regarding traffic and business 
operations during construction.

The proposed overpass design includes 
a new two-lane bridge spanning Blundell 
Road, the CN rail line and Portside Road, 
with a loop on either end to connect the 
bridge to Blundell Road and Portside Road. 
The location would be about 150 to 200 
metres west of the current rail crossing. 
Active transportation is a high priority for the 
City of Richmond, so we included a MUP 
along the south side of Portside Road. The 
MUP will support the city’s goal to grow 
cycling as a travel choice for 10% of all trips 
in Richmond by 2041.

Increased efficiency and capacity
Building an overpass over the rail line will reduce 
idling and increase the efficiency and capacity of the 
transportation network to and from the Port of Vancouver. 
Vehicles, including container trucks trying to reach 
transload and warehouse businesses along Blundell Road 
and Portside Road, will experience more reliable travel 
times, and goods will get to their final destinations faster.
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New concept Previous concept

Traffic impacts Minimal traffic impacts as a majority of the overpass 
is built adjacent to existing roadways

 y Blundell Road can continue to operate during 
construction. We expect only minimal impacts 
to traffic flow during specific operations such 
as paving, and a brief closure of Blundell Road 
when we install the girders for the overpass.

 y We will construct a Portside Road detour 
through the undeveloped lands to the south, 
improving the current geometric conditions at 
the bend of No. 8 Road to Portside Road

 y We do not expect any closures of No. 8 
Road, only minimal traffic impacts during the 
intersection improvements (e.g., temporary lane 
closures during off-peak hours)

More substantial traffic impacts as the overpass 
would be built at the existing intersection

 y We would need to construct a full Blundell Road 
detour, impacting business operations along 
Blundell Road

 y Access to the area using No. 8 Road would be 
closed during construction

Utility relocations Minimal impact on existing utilities Extensive utility relocations required along No. 8 
Road and Blundell Road

Access to undeveloped 
industrial lands south 

of Portside Road

We can optimize access to these lands as part of 
the overpass design

The proposed overpass location did not interface 
with these lands

Temporary rail crossing The current rail crossing can be maintained during 
construction, limiting disruptions to road users 
accessing Portside Road

The construction of a temporary rail crossing would 
be required to facilitate construction of the overpass

Comparison between the new concept and previous concept
Given the importance of this corridor to Canada’s trade, it is critical that the project reduce construction impacts to ensure the 
continued resilience of the supply chain. The new overpass concept allows traffic to move more efficiently during construction, 
reducing the duration of the most impactful construction activities and minimizing impacts to businesses and stakeholders. The 
table below offers a comparison between the new overpass concept and the previous concept.
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Benefits of the new Portside overpass concept



Blundell Road widening and improvements
The proposed design includes:

 y Widening Blundell Road from two lanes to four lanes 
between the No. 8 Road intersection and just west of 
York Road

 y A MUP along the north side of the road

 y A new signalized intersection to connect the overpass 
loop to Blundell Road. This intersection will be two 
through lanes in each direction, plus turning lanes to 
access the overpass.

y Improvements to the No. 8 Road intersection. The 

y Maintaining the general location of bus stops along 
Blundell Road, except for the stop near York Road, which 
will be moved to the west side of the intersection to align 
with Coast Mountain Bus Company’s guidelines

York Road

Blundell Road

Portside Road

No. 8 Road

CN Rail
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Blundell Road widening and improvements

Accommodating current and forecasted 
traffic volumes
Widening Blundell Road will help accommodate 
current and forecasted traffic volumes and 
improve access to businesses along  
Blundell Road.

intersection will be two through lanes on Blundell Road and a 
left turn lane eastbound to access No. 8 Road. On No. 8 Road, 
there will be two southbound lanes at the intersection, with one 
lane being a dedicated right turn lane to access Blundell Road.



Rendering of proposed Portside Road extension and bridge

Portside Road extension and bridge
The proposed design includes an extension of Portside 
Road and a new bridge over the No. 7 Road canal. The 
proposed MUP on the south side of Portside Road will 
continue over the bridge. This road extension will provide 
access and utility service connections to support future 
development of port authority lands.

Westran terminal

Portside Road

Portside Road
No. 7 Road Canal 

Proposed Portside Road 
extension and bridge

More logistics space
As trade grows and a greater volume of 
containers move through the area, availability 
and access to industrial lands for logistics 
space will be crucial for a reliable, efficient and 
environmentally sustainable supply chain.
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Portside Road extension and bridge
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Construction staging and traffic management
We strive to maximize project-related benefits, while avoiding 
or minimizing any potential impacts. We are proposing a 
variety of approaches to reduce construction impacts and 
enable business operations to continue. Your feedback from 
this round of engagement will help shape a construction 
staging and traffic management plan.

Detour length
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Construction staging and traffic management



Portside overpass and Blundell Road widening
During construction of the Portside overpass, we are 
proposing a construction staging area and detour south of 
Portside Road. We expect this detour will improve existing 
conditions at the bend from No. 8 Road to Portside Road. 
Construction will be completed away from active traffic along 
Portside Road, and we expect minimal disruption while we 
deliver materials to the project site.

On Blundell Road, we will be using traffic control devices 
such as delineators and traffic barrels beside active 

operations. Flagging near the works will be required and may 
slow traffic at these points. We will aim to maintain two lanes 
of traffic whenever possible. During specific operations, we 
expect to have single lane alternating traffic or to shift traffic 
patterns slightly to accommodate construction equipment 
and personnel. We will need to close Blundell Road for brief 
periods of time to accommodate the installation of girders for 
the new overpass. This may take place during off peak hours 
or overnight.

Detour length

Proposed detour 
of Portside Road

Portside overpass 
construction staging 
area and detour

Proposed Portside overpass

Construction 
staging area

Legend
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Construction staging and traffic management
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Portside Road extension and bridge
During construction of the extension and bridge, we are 
proposing a single lane access to enter Coast 2000, 
Westran and Simard. Vehicles leaving Coast 2000 already 
exit further to the east of Portside Road, and this exit will 
be unaffected. Westran has a single access at the end of 
Portside Road and is operated as both an entry and exit, 
requiring a temporary exit route during construction. 

We are proposing to use the following temporary roads 
during construction to keep traffic flowing:

 y Temporary Westran exit

 y Temporary emergency access road detour 

 y Temporary construction road (for construction vehicles 
working on the extension and bridge)

Westran terminal

CN Rail

Simard property

Portside Road

Portside Road

Temporary construction road

Temporary emergency 
access road detour 

Area IV

Coast 2000 terminal 

No. 7 Road canal

Proposed Portside Road 
extension and bridge

Temporary 
Westran exit

Construction staging and traffic management



What we are looking for feedback on

We are in the second phase of a three-phase engagement process

Multi-use path

We are proposing a multi-use path along 
the north side of Blundell Road and south 
side of Portside Road to support the City of 
Richmond’s active transportation network. 
Tell us what you think; your feedback will 
help us finalize the design.

Better emergency response

More reliable commute times

Reduced congestion

Reduced noise

Increased job opportunities Public space improvements

Improved connections 
for walking and cycling

Reduced GHG emissions

Improved public safety

CO2

Portside overpass and Blundell Road 
widening 

We used feedback from phase one 
engagement to re-design the Portside 
overpass. Tell us what you think; your 
feedback will help us finalize the design.

Portside Road extension and bridge 

Since we last engaged with you, we 
have progressed the design of the 
Portside Road extension and bridge. Tell 
us what you think; your feedback will 
help us finalize the design.

Construction staging and traffic 
management 

We heard that managing traffic impacts 
during construction is a priority for users 
of the Fraser Richmond industrial lands. 
Share your ideas and interests about 
construction to help shape a construction 
staging and traffic management plan.

Better emergency response

More reliable commute times

Reduced congestion

Reduced noise

Increased job opportunities Public space improvements

Improved connections 
for walking and cycling

Reduced GHG emissions

Improved public safety

CO2

Provide your feedback in our online survey:

portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement

Phase one

Listen and learn

Phase two

Draft designs

Phase three

Final designs 

In this phase, we wanted to 
understand your priorities, concerns 
and vision for the project.

Based on feedback from phase one, 
along with technical, budget and 
environmental considerations, we will 
share the draft design for:

1. Portside overpass and Blundell 
Road widening

2. Portside Road extension and 
bridge

In the last phase, we will share the 
final designs for the project.

Completed 
2019-2021  We are here Between December 2022 

and April 2023 
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Construction staging and traffic management Purpose of this round of engagement

http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement


What has been decided, and why

Portside overpass
The Greater Vancouver Gateway 2030 strategy identified the 
Portside Road and Blundell Road crossing and nearby road 
network as a priority for upgrade. Currently, the crossing is 
blocked around 30 times per day, affecting traffic flow and 
access to businesses along Blundell Road and Portside Road. 
Vehicles are usually stopped between five and 10 minutes while 
a train is crossing, leading to unnecessary idling.

We selected the overpass solution because it will improve public 
safety, increase transportation capacity, provide better access to 
undeveloped port authority lands.

We chose the location of the overpass to minimize impacts on 
the City of Richmond’s infrastructure and address stakeholder 
interests about traffic and business operations during 
construction. While we do not expect the general configuration 
of the overpass to change, there may be slight changes to the 
southern loop to maximize the future use of the undeveloped 
port authority lands.

Blundell Road widening
We decided to widen Blundell Road to accommodate current 
and forecasted traffic volumes and improve access to 
businesses along Blundell Road.

Portside Road extension and bridge
Metro Vancouver is experiencing an industrial land shortage. We 
decided to extend Portside Road and build a bridge over No. 
7 Road canal to support future development of port authority 
lands. The road configuration to the west of the new bridge will 
depend on the future use of the lands.

Multi-use path
We included a multi-use path along to north side of Blundell 
Road and south side of Portside Road in the project design to 
align with the City of Richmond’s goal to grow cycling as a travel 
choice for 10% of all trips in Richmond by 2041.
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Purpose of this round of engagement



Once you have read the discussion guide, we 
encourage you to provide your feedback on the project 
by completing an online survey by July 25, 2022.

To take the survey go to the link or QR code below.

portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement

How your feedback will be used
Your feedback will help us finalize the designs for the 
Portside overpass, Blundell Road widening, Portside 
Road extension and bridge, and multi-use path. Your 
feedback will also inform a construction staging and 
traffic management plan.

When you will hear from us next
We will summarize the feedback from this phase 
of engagement and share it with the community in 
summer 2022. We expect to share final designs of the 
project components between December 2022 and 
April 2023.

Sign up for the newsletter to learn about project 
updates and future engagement at:

portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement
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How to provide your feedback

http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement
http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement
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How to reach us:

Online: Complete the questionnaire at 
  portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement

Email: Scan and email the questionnaire to
  gateway@portvancouver.com

Mail:  Vancouver Fraser Port Authority
  Attention: Project communications team
  100 The Pointe, 999 Canada Place
   Vancouver, BC, V6C 3T4

portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement 

For questions regarding the project, please contact the project team at  
gateway@portvancouver.com

Portside Blundell Road  
Improvements Project

http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement
mailto:gateway%40portvancouver.com?subject=
http://www.portvancouver.com/portsideblundellengagement
mailto:gateway%40portvancouver.com?subject=



